Where can I get them?

Although many catalogs and retail stores sell irises, we highly recommend two types of sources.  One excellent source is a sale held by your local iris club.  Not only do you get irises at low non-profit prices, but the varieties are ones that have been grown successfully locally and are acclimatized to the area.  This club generally holds a sale in early August each year—contact club members for information.

If you cannot get there or would like to try varieties not available there, especially some of the newer ones, consider a grower who specializes in irises.  Dozens of such growers are listed in each American Iris Society Bulletin.  These growers tend to know their specialty well and tailor their shipping to the special needs of irises.  Ask a club member for some specific recommendations.

Are the most expensive ones the best?

Occasionally they are.  However, the biggest factor determining price is how new the variety is.  Ones that have been around for a few years are often excellent as well, and, further, they have the advantage of having been evaluated in a wider variety of gardens and by more people.  You can often choose excellent values by picking irises that have recently won the American Iris Society Award of Merit or those that rank high in popularity polls for their type of iris.

How can I learn more?
Talk with club members at the hospitality table or around the show.  We are here only to share our hobby.  If you have a real interest in irises, consider joining the American Iris Society and our club.

IRIS SHOW BASICS
Who grew these?

The show is open to anyone.  Many of the exhibitors are members of this iris club, or of neighboring affiliates of the American Iris Society, and grow irises as a hobby.  The vast majority of the irises exhibited were grown in this area.

Are these all of the different kinds?
No, there are over 40,000 registered and named varieties of irises, not counting the ones that grow from bulbs.  In this show, you see some representatives of the types that are blooming now.

How long does the iris bloom season last?

The earliest irises to bloom are the Iris reticulata, which usually bloom in March.  The most prominent ones to follow are the bearded irises.  Typically the dwarfs bloom first, followed by ones of intermediate height, and then the talls, although there is often quite a bit of overlap.  Beardless irises get into the act too, such as Siberians, Spurias, Louisianas, and finally Japanese, often extending into July.  Some of the bearded irises, called rebloomers, can be grown to provide bloom a second time in the summer or fall.

Did the exhibitors breed the irises they are showing here?

In general, no.  The name of the variety is shown on the entry tag, and we can often look up the hybridizer.  The exhibitor is the one who grew the plant, selected the stalk, brought it here and groomed it for display.  This part of the show is called the horticulture division, and is usually the biggest part of the iris show.

In the seedling division, hybridizers may enter their new varieties.  These seedling divisions of shows, along with extensive garden observation, help hybridizers to decide which of hundreds of seedlings are worthy of registration and introduction.  Completing that process, the plant then has its variety name and will likely be in many shows.

Do the judges recommend the ones that they awarded blue ribbons to?

Not especially (although iris judges tend to love all irises).  The ribbons are awarded to the exhibitor on the basis of how well the entry was grown and shown.  A blue ribbon means that the stalk that received it is an excellent example of that variety, not that that variety is any better than any other variety.

Are these special kinds harder to grow than the ones my grandmother had for years?
Some of them are and some of them aren’t.  The multitude of new varieties includes plants that are tailored to many different climates and soils throughout the U.S. and the temperate zones worldwide.  For some, taking extra care to provide well-drained soil may be especially important.  For others, it is important to maintain a soil more acid than you might have otherwise.  Yet others may be perfectly adapted to your conditions without any effort at all.  Attending this show gives you a head start in figuring out what is what, in that you know that all of these varieties have been grown successfully somewhere around here.

Can I get some like my grandmother grew?

Maybe so.  Many of the older varieties are still grown.  One of the special interest sections of the American Iris Society is the Historic Iris Preservation Society, and members there identify and grow many of the famous and some of the less famous early irises.

What are other special iris interests?

There are sections within AIS devoted to the different iris classifications:  The Dwarf Iris Society, the Median Iris Society, the Reblooming Iris Society, the Tall Bearded Iris Society, the Society for Siberian Irises, the Spuria Iris Society, the Society for Japanese Irises, the Society for Pacific Coast Natives, and the Species Iris Group of North America.  Also, the Aril Society International and the Society for Louisiana Irises are cooperating societies; membership in AIS is not mandatory.  These groups publish their own newsletters and sometimes hold separate conventions timed for their specialties.

How do I choose which ones I should grow?

You took a good step by coming here.  Choose a type of iris that is suited to the environment where you will grow it.  Choose varieties that are appealing to you, in size, color, pattern, texture, fragrance, bud count, branching.  Seeing a stalk in a show is the next best thing to seeing it in a garden.  If you can visit gardens, take advantage of the opportunity.  Your impression of the plant will be much more complete than descriptions and pictures in a catalog, even a color catalog, since iris colors sometimes do not photograph well and many plant features cannot be represented.   Also, take advantage of others.  The American Iris Society provides an award system, popularity polls, and many informative articles in its Bulletin, and local affiliates like this one provide lots of local contacts.

